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The King hastily broke 'up the assembly, and left
London in a state of consternation, the people and the
clergy agitated by conflicting anxieties* He imme-
diately deprived Becket of the custody of the Eoyal
Castles, which he still retained, and of the momentous
charge, the education of his son. The bishops entreated
Becket either to withdraw or to change the offensive
word. At first he declared that if an angel from Heaven
should counsel such weakness, he would hold him
accursed. At length, however, he yielded, as Herbert
de Bosham asserts, out of love for the King,m by another
account at the persuasion of the Pope's Almoner, said
to have been bribed by English gold.n He went to
Oxford and made the concession.

The King, in order to ratify with the utmost solemnity
jan, 1164. tll]ie concession extorted from the bishops, and
council or even from Becket himself, summoned a great
Ctarcndon' council of the realm to Clarendon, a royal
palace between three and four miles from Salisbury.
The two archbishops and eleven bishops, between thirty
and forty of the highest nobles, with numbers of inferior
barons, were present. It was the King's object to settle
beyond dispute the main points in contest between the
Oown and the Church; to establish thus, with the con-
sent of the whole nation, an English Constitution in
Church and State. Becket, it is said, had been assured
by some about the King that a mere assent would be
demanded to vague and ambiguous, and therefore on
occasion disputable, customs. But when these customs,
which had been collected and put in writing by tho
King's order, appeared in the form of precise and bind-
ing laws, drawn iip with legal technicality by the Chioi
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